Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Air Quality Division FAQ

A What are Hazardous Air Pollutants?

Hazardous Air Pollutants or HAPs are those pollutants identified by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) known or suspected to cause cancer or other serious health effects.
USEPA has and continues to promulgate standards to reduce the release of these 188 HAPS into
the environment. The standards are referred to as the National Emission Standards for Hazardous
Air Pollutants or NESHAPs. They require the use of Maximum Achievable Control Technology
(MACT) to reduce the particular HAP emission.

For example, USEPA promulgated a NESHAP for dry cleaners to reduce the emission of
perchloroethylene which is a HAP and the solvent used to clean clothes. The MACT primarily
used in this NESHAP was refrigerated condenser. The percholorethylene emissions from dry
cleaning machines have been greatly reduced as a result of this (NESHAP) because the vapors,
instead of leaving the machine, are condensed back into a liquid and reused.

Attached is a listing of all188 HAPs. For additional information about HAPs and the NESHAPs, go
to the USEPA Technology Transfer Network - Air Toxics website at
www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/eparules.html.
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